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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 April 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 
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Art Unit: 3753 

This office action is responsive to communications filed 04/16/2004. 
Claims 1 - 9 are pending. 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1 - 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Griinke 
(US 5,085,246). 

Griinke discloses a valve assembly that regulates flow therethrough, the valve 
assembly comprising, a housing having an entrance port (18) and an exit port (lower 
portion of (22) joining the element 40) with a chamber in between; a plug (12) disposed 
in the chamber in a normally open position, a translating member i.e. spring (14) that 
biases the plug in the direction of the entrance port and said plug and spring 
cooperating to provide a flow resistance actuated by the force exerted on the plug such 
that the flow resistance increases with the increased force on the plug. The plug (12) 
has one or more channels (60, 62, 64) extending longitudinally therethrough. 

It is noted that recitations pertaining to hydrogen storage system in claims 1 - 4 
are regarded in this office action as reflective of intended use only and the system 
disclosed by Griinke is capable of such use. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject nnatter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 5 - 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kelley et al. (US 2002/0100682 A1) in view of Griinke (US 5,085,246). 

Kelley et al. discloses a hydrogen storage system (70) having a source of 
hydrogen (30), a pressure containment vessel (100) and a valve (62) connected 
therebetween. 

Griinke discloses a pressure-regulating valve that permits regulated flow 
therethrough and has a simple construction. 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have provided in Kelley et al. a pressure regulating valve in 
place of the valve (62) for the purpose of providing regulated flow therethrough with the 
valve having a simple construction as shown in Griinke. 

Kelley et al. discloses the hydrogen storage alloy in canister (100) to comprise a 
metal alloy including nickel. 
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6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramesh Krishnamurthy whose telephone number is 
(571) 272 - 4914. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 
10:00 AM to 6:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Keasel, can be reached on (571) 272 - 4929. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273 - 
8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ramesh Krishnamurthy, Ph.D., PE 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3753 


